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TOWN OF WENHAM 
Zoning Board of Appeals 

Meeting Minutes of December 12, 2017 
Wenham Town Hall, 138 Main Street 

 
 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Board members, a meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) was held on Tuesday December 12, 2017 at 7 PM in the 
Selectman’s Meeting Room. 
 
The Wenham Zoning Board of Appeals exercises all powers granted to it by Massachusetts General Laws, Chapters 40A, 40B 
and 41 and the Town of Wenham Zoning Bylaw.  The Board hears and decides applications for special permits, appeals or 
petitions for variances from regulations governing dimensions of land or structures, appeals taken by any aggrieved by reason 
of his inability to obtain a permit or enforcement action under the provisions of MGL Ch. 40A, and applications for 
comprehensive permits. 
The Zoning Board consists of three regular members and up to three associate members and are appointed by the Board of 
Selectmen for a term of three years 
 
 
With a quorum present, Mr. Feeherry called the meeting to order at 7 pm. 
Board members present: Jeremy Coffey, Anthony Feeherry, Chris Vance  
Not present: Associate Evan Campbell 
Also present:  Margaret Hoffman, Planning Coordinator; Charlie Brett, Building Inspector; Catherine Tinsley, Recording 
Secretary 
 
 
New Public Hearings 
 
Public Hearing - On the petition of Matthew and Jessica Baker, of 16 Longfellow Road, Wenham Ma, for a Special Permit 
pursuant to Wenham Zoning Bylaw Section 4.4.3.4 (Non-conforming Structures) and a Variance from Wenham Zoning 
Bylaws Sections 5.1 (Dimensional Requirements) to renovate and expand an existing non- conforming structure on a non-
conforming lot within the 15” side yard setback at 16 Longfellow Road.  
Mr. Feeherry read the legal notice as published. 
 
 Photos of the house/foundation drawings of plot plan- topography map 

 
Mr. Baker spoke regarding the special permit and variance needed to renovate and expand their home at 16 Longfellow Road. 
Mr. Baker began by explaining they were experiencing foundation issues and mold problems, and recently had a wall collapse, 
suspected to have been caused by increased water run off onto their property from the abutting property (now town owned) 
as a result of the house being razed and removed.  The petitioners claimed that the collapse initiated their response to repair 
and begin work on the home without first seeking a building permit, special permit, or variance as required. Mr. Baker stated 
they did not intentionally avoid permitting and stopped work immediately upon the request of the Building Inspector.   
 
Mr. Baker acknowledged that they had not hired an engineer, citing the added expense and a limited budget.  The petitioners 
claimed to have since spoken to a Structural Engineer and are now waiting for the Board to opine before they pay for 
engineering services. 
Mr. Baker went on to give an overview of the construction /repair work done saying the excavation was hand dug by he and 
his wife, that he poured footings with rebar, and that he used a full header.  
Mr. Baker provided the Board with a hand drawn plot plan and photographs taken of the foundation, water issues, and 
construction materials used. 
Regarding the set back from the property line, Mr. Baker said they have repeatedly tried to purchase the abutting property 
from the Town over the past 5 years, which would increase their property size and eliminate the need for a variance from the  
setback requirements. 
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Mr. Feeherry cautioned Petitioners that zoning violations may be fined up to $300 a day and observed that the Bakers should 
have been aware of the need to come before the Zoning Board and to get a building permit.  
 
The hearing was opened to the public. 
 
Various neighbors spoke to the good character of the Bakers as neighbors and voiced support for them being allowed to 
improve their modest property, noting there are no abutters to the side of the (proposed) construction to impact. 
 
Pam Katsiris, property owner of 21 Longfellow commented that it is a charming neighborhood and that improvements are 
beneficial to the neighborhood.  Ms. Katsiris asked that the Bakers be held to the same standards as she and her husband were 
in obtaining permits and variances to build their home at 21 Longfellow. 
 
Two letters of support were received and provided to the Board. 
 
The Board of Health has limited the septic system to a two-bedroom home.  The Bakers confirmed they have no intention to 
increase the number of bedrooms. 
 
The Board agreed to continue the hearing to provide time for the Bakers to provide an engineer stamped plan, providing 
structural detail including the foundation as necessary to meet all building codes. 
 
Mr. Coffey moved and it was seconded to continue the hearing to a date certain of January 30, 2018 at 7 pm in town hall.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Administrative 
•Review/approve minutes-  November 15, 2017  
Mr. Coffey moved to approve the minutes of November 15, 2017 and it was unanimous to do so. 
 
 
The Board was informed of an inquiry regarding a property on Dodges Row for sale, now under agreement.  Town legal 
counsel was requested to provide the Board with an opinion of a decision made by the Zoning Board many years ago.  
 
 
The Board unanimously adjourned at 7:47pm. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
12.19.17 
 
 


